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CRWF BOOTS IN THE GROUND
With only a few weeks to go before the end of 2022, the team decided to 
take a shovel and follow up on the growth and adaptability of native and 
threatened trees in Tapir Valley to enrich the restoration process. "Going 
with my cousins to plant Jicaro Danto (Parmentiera valerii) and hearing 
all the questions they have about the importance of rescuing endangered 
species was one of the most rewarding moments of my work this month'' 
Donald Varela-Soto, Jicaro Danto Restoration Project Coordinator. Nai 
Conservation's Jicaro Danto Restoration Project seeks not only to 
conserve and rescue the populations of this endangered endemic tree of 
the Guanacaste Mountain range, but also to study the close relationship 
they have with tapirs.
Speaking of tapirs, we also had a nice visit from Dr. Michelle Oakley 
better known as Yukon Vet. Dr. Oakley along with her team from NatGeo 
Wild, joined our field work with Dr. Jorge Rojas in the recapture of the 
tapir "Guayabita", to deepen a little more in the reproductive knowledge 
of the tapir in the wild. And guess what? "Guayabita" is pregnant again!

Look for Guayabita and the rest of our collared tapirs’
moving patterns through the app Animal Tracker.

LEADING THE WAY TO
COEXISTENCE IN HAND
WITH THE COMMUNITY

A place where there is interaction between 
people and wildlife is a place where the path 
to coexistence must be sought. With the 
recent discovery of the Valley Tapir Frog, 
Tlalocohyla celeste, visits to the reserve 
have increased, which leads us to the 
question: How can we mitigate and reduce 
the impact of visitors who come to see our 
novel and endangered frog? Valeria 
Aspinall, Coordinator of Tlaloc 
Conservation, set out to raise funds for the 
construction of a dock for the 8-hectare 
wetland in Tapir Valley to focus the 
entrance to the wetland in one area, leaving 
the rest of the frog habitat intact.
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COLLABORATION TO
ACHIEVE SUCCESS

BASKETBALL AND SMALL
CAT CONSERVATION?

The Seacow conservation team did not hesitate to support 
the Tortuguero Conservation Area and the participatory 
environmental monitoring group (MAP) in the creation of 
their official logo. "Helping the MAP kids gave me a lot of 
pleasure, to see kids who are even at social risk so involved 
with learning and conserving wildlife is very fulfilling" 
Patricia Blanco-Murillo, Communications Coordinator. 
"Being welcomed by the community, warms my heart. 
Even though I know there is a lot to be done, they feel 
accompanied and listen to, and that is the start of real 
community based conservation." Sofia Pastor-Parajeles 
Coordinator of Planning and Operation for Coexistence.

As part of the community processes, the Oncilla 
Conservation team supported the youth basketball teams 

of the Herradura community 
with a new logo, uniforms, and 
a community mural that give 
identity and add to local efforts 
to achieve coexistence and 
visibility of our native species. 
CR Wildlife's participation 
and support in these types of 
activities strengthens the 
relationship with local 
authorities, community 
members and other NGOs, 
which is key to implement 
conservation actions with 
greater impact and allies.

HERRADURA EAGLES TEAM SHOWING
THEIR NEW UNIFORM

TEENAGER OF THE TORTUGUERO COMMUNITY 
COLABORATING WITH THE MAP LOGO DESIGN
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EDUCATION FOR THE
PRESENT AND FUTURE!

COMMUNICATING TO
PROTECT ENDANGERED
SPECIES.

During November, three talks about Tlaloc Conservation 
program were given. Now more and more people know 
about the existence and conservation status of Tlalocohyla 
celeste. "The talks were a very emotional event for me. I 
have always liked to teach or talk about what I do or what I 
am passionate about. Designing those talks lifted my spirits 
to continue with the project." Valeria Aspinall, Coordina-
tor of Tlaloc conservation.

Communication goes beyond making our work visible, it is 
about involving and creating a relationship with the people 
who approach us. After the successful official delivery of the 
mural in Herradura de Rivas, the foundation was invited to 
participate in the presentation of information booths at 
Amon Solar in San Jose and the Jaguar Festival in Tortugue-
ro where we were approached by potential and future 
collaborators in our conservation actions.

Valeria Aspinall presenting
for Tlaloc Conservation

COMMUNITY MURAL IN HERRADURA DE RIVAS

Sofía Pastor shares information about our
programs in Jaguar Festival, Tortuguero
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CITIZEN SCIENCE
Local youth leaders from our citizen science project "Vida 
entre Volcanes" on the northwest side of Costa Rica 
organized the third Christmas count together with members 
of the Tenorio-Miravalles Biological Corridor Committee and 
local businesses. This is an important step for 
community-based conservation processes, as it will be their 

FROM THE FIELD TO
THE COMPUTER 

As a team we must ensure that our actions and decisions are 
evidence-based. In the highlands community of Herradura de 
Rivas, 9 species of both wild and domestic "carnivores" were 
identified from the catalogued files obtained from camera traps 
placed in chicken coops/traps by the Oncilla Conservation 
team. Although several wild species were identified as having a 
high potential to generate conflict with local producers (e.g. 
tayra, ocelot, raccoons, opossums, small wild cats), the only 
animals captured directly causing problems (preying on eggs) 
have been domestic dogs. A strategy to address the issue of 
responsible ownership of pets such as dogs and cats is now 
being proposed to address several real and potential threats 
such as disease transmission (zoonosis), competition for prey, 
direct attacks and conflict with local producers.

Participants of Camera Sweet workshop

first independently organized activity as part of the process 
of empowering communities about conservation actions at 
the local level and increasing their active involvement. 
"Seeing how local youth raise their voices, get involved and 
actively take ownership of a process is a clear indicator that 
we are on the right track. Expect more about this bird 
count results in the next newsletter. " Sofia 
Pastor-Parajeles.

Moving to the southern part of the country, the 
Oncilla Conservation team held a workshop 
where 23 people participated (12 women; 6 
indigenous) representing 9 Biological 
Monitoring Brigades of the Amistad-Pacific 
Conservation Area. Now more people know 
how to use the data analysis program 
CameraSweet, which enriches the results 
obtained from the monitoring. In addition, 
contacts were established for future 
collaboration, and a field trip is already being 
coordinated with the Las Tablas Brigade to carry 
out joint monitoring of the oncilla populations 
in the area, which is an area of interest and 
priority for the conservation of the species.

Traveling across the mountain to the northern Caribbean Sea, 
after 2 years of bioacoustic monitoring in the Barra del Colora-
do Wildlife Refuge, we confirmed the presence of a population 
of 18 manatees in this sector after analyzing more than 600 
vocalizations detected by our hydrophones. We also know their 
movement routes and most used sites, which leads the Seacow 
Conservation team to establish strategies to prevent current 
and future threats such as the capture of individuals with 
trammel nets, collisions with motor boats and erosion sites of 
the riverbanks. In the coming months, preventative signs will 
be posted and degraded areas will be delineated for future 
restoration projects.
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CR WILDLIFE
Work to ensure the prevalence of wildlife and its habitat 

through interdisciplinary and community-based stable 
conservation initiatives that promote coexistence and 

improve decision-making.

BE PART OF THE 
ACTION!

Contact us to learn how to participate and support 
CRWF's conservation actions accross Costa Rica.  

HAVE YOU SEEN OUR 
YOUTUBE CHANEL?

You can learn about our conservation actions in:

www.youtube.com/@crwildlife

www.costaricawildlife.org
/donate


