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CRWF BOOTS ON
THE GROUND

The Holiday season didn’t stop 
CRWF’s conservation action! The 
Nai Conservation team continued 
tracking and monitoring the 7 
radio-collared tapirs in different 
sites of the Tenorio-Miravalles 
Biological Corridor.  All the tapirs 
are in good health and generating 
interesting movement data. All this 
scientific information is part of the 
PhD. thesis of Jorge Rojas, co-co-
ordinator of Nai Conservation and 
is being used to develop conserva-
tion plans and directing conserva-
tion actions.

During this month, an exploratory 
field expedition searching for 
unreported populations of Jícaro 
Danto (Parmentiera valerii) was 
held in the community of Guacalito around the Miravalles Volcano. It was a success, they found the trees! Don Mauricio, a 
local farmer, did not hesitate to show us exactly where the Jicaro was inside his property. 

"This discovery is very important since its an endangered endemic species of the Guanacaste Mountain Range. It broad-
ens our knowledge of the number of existent populations throughout its distribution" 

- Hazel Muñoz, forestry engineer, collaborator of the project. 

Restoration trials of the Jícaro Danto Restoration project, started in over 7500 m2, here we will plant P. valerii in open 
areas with five other native forest species commonly found in regenerating forests.

LEADING THE WAY 
TO COEXISTENCE IN HAND
WITH THE COMMUNITY
During this month we expanded the reach of our 
tapir-people interaction actions, from Tenorio-Miravalles to 
the Talamanca Highlands! Cedrela Ecolodge in the Copey 
de Dota community invited the team to share a coexistence 
workshop where 14 people from the community attended. 

"I never imagined such a big involvement in first 
approach with the community. The community 
is highly motivated to develop actions to coexist 
with the tapir. The opportunity to share with 
new people from other sectors of Costa Rica and 
to validate different interaction scenarios is very 
gratifying and encourages me to continue with 
my work to achieve human-wildlife Coexistence" 

- Sofia Pastor-Parajeles, Coexistence Planning and 
Operation Coordinator.
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COLLABORATION 
TO ACHIEVE SUCCESS

Collaboration is key to maintaining and increasing the 
impact of our species conservation programs. Kabek 
Familias Pro-quetzal (our quetzal program) coordinators 
have been meeting with several actors from public and 
private sectors to involve them in our mission. An 
important approach has been done with some academic 
institutions to assess the health of the “aguacatillo” trees, 
the most important component of the quetzal's diet, 
through this and other collaborations, we will increase the 
scientific knowledge to better guide our conservation 
actions.

Quetzals, oncillas, rodents, and tapirs all live in the 
Talamanca Highlands, that’s why our team are 
coordinating joint work to expand the range of our 
conservation programs in the area and introduce new 
elements of coexistence, specially associated with felines 
and rodents. 

"It is gratifying to increase the collaboration within the 
organization, this is so important for conservation"
 

- Daniela Arias González, part of the Kabek Familias 
Pro-quetzal team.

In the Tenorio-Miravalles Corridor, a group 
of 26 young people from local communities 
near Maquenque and Sarapiqui, motivated 
to conserve amphibians and reptiles, were 
hosted in Tapir Valley Nature Reserve. 
Donald Varela, coordinator of the Jicaro 
danto Restoration Project, said: 

"Perceiving their excitement of visiting 
the projects and learning for the first 
time about the new species of frog 
(Tlalocohyla celeste) is incredible". 

This experience was an opportunity to form 
new alliances to secure the conservation of 
endangered amphibians.
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EDUCATION FOR THE
PRESENT AND FUTURE!

Oncilla Conservation continues 
strengthening the relationship with 
the community of Herradura de Rivas 
through conservation, education, and 
research activities. As a celebration for 
the end of year, the kids were invited 
to Christmas party. They received 
Oncilla Conservation themed school 
supplies to celebrate their 
commitment to protect the species in 
the area.

The Salva-Dantas had an end-of-year party with more than 
35 kids in the Tenorio-Miravalles Corridor. Throughout 
the year the participant children were able to develop their 
teamwork skills, learn about tapirs, and increase their local 
community's territory, culture, history, and identity.  In 
2023, the Salva-Dantas will seek for new kids to join the 
program. It is really motivating to see the children celebrate 
what they have learned during the year and how the bonds 
between them have been strengthened.
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Citizen Science
In the Tenorio-Miravalles Corridor, the “Vida entre Volcanes” 
citizen science group, along SINAC and CATURI hosted the 3rd 
Annual Bird Count. During a full day, 35 community members bird 
watched along different routes to capture as many species as 
possible. This year the list ended up with 278 specie and most 
importantly, a community motivated to continue conserving and 
monitoring local biodiversity. Local young people are empowered 
and capable of organizing wildlife monitoring activities, which 
serves as a great motivation for the sustainable growth in the 
community.
Five young members of Vida entre Volcanes have been actively 
incorporated into the camera trapping and tapir tracking processes 
of the Nai Conservation team. 

"The inclusion and incorporation of young people from Vida 
entre Volcanes in the whole process is very gratifying and adds 
infinite value to my work" 

- Jorge Rojas, co-coordinator of Nai Conservation.

 A total of 18 camera traps were collected and now the data is being 
catalogued. To the surprise of the end of the year, a Jaguarundi was 
detected in one of the cameras, being the fifth feline species 
reported for the Tenorio-Miravalles Biological Corridor.

GUARDING AND PROTECTING OUR FORESTS

We are currently supporting two patrolling brigades, one in San 
Jerónimo in the foothills of Chirripó National Park and the 
other in the southern sector of the Tenorio-Miravalles 
Biological Corridor (TMBC). The TMBC brigade placed 10 
signs indicating and warning that monitoring and conservation 
is being carried out for the protection of fauna in different 
properties. It is hoped that this measure, together with the 
patrols, will reduce poachers activity in the monitored forests. 
The results of the work carried out by CRWF with the San 
Jerónimo Brigade were presented to researchers and managers 
of protected areas in Central America at a meeting held by 
IUCN in El Salvador. This meeting increases CRWF’s impact 
to a regional level.
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CR WILDLIFE
Work to ensure the prevalence of wildlife and its habitat 

through interdisciplinary and community-based stable 
conservation initiatives that promote coexistence and 

improve decision-making.

BE PART OF THE 
ACTION!

Contact us to learn how to participate and support 
CRWF's conservation actions accross Costa Rica.  

HAVE YOU SEEN OUR 
YOUTUBE CHANEL?

You can learn about our conservation actions in:

www.youtube.com/@crwildlife

www.costaricawildlife.org
/donate


