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CRWF BOOTS IN THE GROUND
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The year 2023 started full of action! Nai 
conservation team, together with the 
community of Bijagua. didn’t hesitate in 
putting on their boots, grab a shovel, and 
planted 150 endangered Jicaro Danto 
trees (Parmentiera valerii). All the trees 
were grown in our nursery. 
The impact of these tree planting  
sessions is becoming visible, with over 
7500 m² under restoration. This is 
just the beginning!

We have a long way to go, as we start 
monitoring the tree’s survival 
success, and propagating many more 
on other areas within the Guanacaste 
Mountain range.
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LEADING THE WAY TO
COEXISTENCE IN HAND
WITH THE COMMUNITY

Three years of Seacow Conservation bioacoustic 
studies, together with the Barra del Colorado 
community allowed the identification of core feeding, 
passage, and threat sites for local manatee populations. 
"Scientific information accompanied by local 
knowledge, lets us to understand when and which areas 
of the Barra del Colorado Wildlife Refuge manatees 
use the most. Thanks to this we can implement efficient 
solutions with more precision and reach coexistence 
with the species," Sofia Pastor-Parajeles, Coexistence 
Planning and Operation Coordinator, who has been 
leading the Seacow program since 2020.

After sharing the results with the community, we both 
agreed to take action by placing four preventive signs 
in the most used sites by the manatee population, these 
areas also coincide with the main boat transit routes. 
Collisions with motorboats represent one of the main 
causes of mortality to the species throughout their 
distribution range. We expect this signs to start having 
impact immediately, and become a key community 
element. Barra del Colorado is committed to the 
conservation of the manatee, as Lucy Abraham a 
community member commented:

"It is a privilege and I am proud to say 
that in Barra del Colorado there are 
manatees, and now with this knowledge 
we have to protect them even more 
because they are an attraction that can 
make my small town grow".

From water giants to the largest terrestrial mammal, 
Nai Conservation is strengthening tapir-people 
coexistence by monitoring seven farms that 
implemented electric fencing around their crops to 
prevent tapirs from raiding crops. By now, our results 
show that we were able to reduce the tapir-farmer 
conflict in some of the farms. “Observing the farmers 
relieved and satisfied by knowing that the tapir is no 
longer raiding their crops, but still passing through 
their property is really fulfilling, it shows the essential 
background   of coexistence” Jorge Rojas, 
co-coordinator of  Nai Conservation. 
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COLLABORATION TO
ACHIEVE SUCCESS

Frogs, tapirs, quetzals, rodents, and small-cats 
all live together in the Talamanca Highlands! 
CRWF’s team was invited to the Providencia de 
Dota community to give a two-day workshop on 
multi-species coexistence with the Oncilla, 
Kabek, Nai, and Tlaloc conservation programs, 
where seven community members participated. 
This is just the beginning of many more actions 
to come in the area. Together we will reach 
human-wildlife coexistence!

The Nai conservation’s Jicaro Danto 
project team made a visit to the 
Monteverde Institute to learn more about 
Mi Ocotea project. We had the 
opportunity to visit their tree nursery, 
meet some Ocotea monteverdensis 
seedlings, and exchange some experience 
and knowledge in rescuing endemic and 
endangered tree species. Now we are 
joining efforts and learning from each 
other to increase our conservation impact. 
Together we are stronger!



Meet the Club Manatí, where 17 children from Barra del 
Colorado are coming together to save the manatees. 
This January, we held the second workshop with 
children of the community where we focused on 
strengthening skills such as teamwork, problem solving, 
and of course, learn more about manatees. 

“Feeling that I am being part of changing 
and expanding their world and dreams is 
an intangible and unmeasurable part of 
conservation, but certainly what is having 
the most positive impact." 

Sofia Pastor Parajeles, Coexistence Planning and 
Operation Coordinator. 

As a celebration of their commitment, they received 
Seacow Conservation themed school supplies to start 
the 2023 year well represented.

As part of the activities to commemorate the World 
Environmental Education Day, Oncilla Conservation 
team collaborated with a river clean-up activity, 
organized by la Casa de la Juventud de Mora and the 
Municipality of Mora.  The activity was attended by 12 
young people from the community where seven 
extra-large bags of garbage were collected from the 
Virilla River. This was also an opportunity for the 
Oncilla team to share the importance of protecting and 
maintaining 
habitats with early 
successional 
vegetation and the 
impact it can have 
for the local 
wildlife 
conservation.

EDUCATION FOR THE PRESENT AND FUTURE!
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LEARNING FROM THE PAST

CITIZEN SCIENCE

Tlaloc conservation was invited to share several talks in Monteverde community which is a world renowned site for being 
exemplary in conservation, but also for its tragic story of the Costa Rica’s golden toad, Incilius periglenes, extinction. We 
met don Eladio Cruz, the last person to see the golden toad. “Hear him say -sometimes I go to the places where it used to 
exist and I just close my eyes to remember what it was like to have them there, but now it is only in my memory- was very 
shocking. Tlalocohyla celeste is critically endangered, and it causes me fear and chills just to think that something like 
that can happen to this species if proper measures are not taken to protect it.” Valeria Aspinall, Tlaloc conservation 
coordinator. This experience worked as an inspiration to keep pushing Tapir Valley Tree Frog and other amphibians’ 
conservation actions. We cannot afford to repeat the same mistakes of the past.

The “Vida entre Volcanes” citizen science group traveled over 
375 km to Buenos Aires of Puntarenas to meet with the Río 
Cañas Wildlife Monitoring Brigade. Eighteen community 
members from Bijagua explored the Río Cañas unique 

biodiversity. This was a special opportunity build stronger bonds between brigades 
and gain more motivation to keep monitoring and conserving in 2023. 

In the Tenorio-Miravalles Biological Corridor, we placed 15 new camera trap 
stations along local community members. To date we have set 81 camera trap 
stations where tapirs were detected in 31 stations. So far 57 landowners are involved 
in our wildlife monitoring network and the number is increasing.
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CR WILDLIFE
Work to ensure the prevalence of wildlife and its habitat 

through interdisciplinary and community-based stable 
conservation initiatives that promote coexistence and 

improve decision-making.

BE PART OF THE 
ACTION!

Contact us to learn how to participate and support 
CRWF's conservation actions accross Costa Rica.  

HAVE YOU SEEN OUR 
YOUTUBE CHANEL?

You can learn about our conservation actions in:

www.youtube.com/@crwildlife

www.costaricawildlife.org
/donate


